Author Sick, Talks 

°a/Pfjfi ions Halt 

Special to The Inquirer 
And Washington Post 

■ MIDDLETOWN, Conn., Dec. 

1 26.— Williain Manchester, author, 
- 1 of the controversial book oni 

■ President Kennedy’s assassina- 
tion, Was hospitalized on Mon- 
day, suffering from the jsarl£ 
stages of , pneumonia. 

^Manchester’s physician,. Dr. 
Erwin F. Tracy, described the 
author's condition as critical. * 
The strain Manchester has 
been under ' for weeks during 
negotiations over the publica- 
tion of his book, “The Death of 
a. President,” could have con- 
tributed to his condition, Tracy 
said. 

72-HOUR WAIT 
When Manchester was admit- 
ted to the hospital, Tracy said, 
his temperature was 104. T^ej^e 
haurs lj&er.' it- normal. » 

. The doctor said that Manches- 
ter r ema ined on the Critical list 
but tEat the prognosis "Ws good. 
He said physicians won’t know 
fbr 72 hours if their antibiotic 
treatment has been successful. 

Tracy said he has barred 
Manchester from working for 
a week, and that only members 
of his immediate family, are be- 
ing admitted to. his- bedside. 
‘CAUGHT EARLY’ ?> 

The physician said Manches- 
ter was rat ional, but that his 
condition made the author “so 
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I “ Mr - White’s second point is 
tfar graver, for he challenges! 

. my personal integrity. He 
• charges that I broke faith with 
! Mrs - Kennedy— that ‘the issue - 
is whether Mr. Manchester is 
to be given an exemption from 
pledged word. . . ’ I consider 
tms an assault upon my char- 


his Manchester then summarized 
ay his agreement with the Ken- 
; j r . nedy family which involved “no 
ve contract with Mrs. Kenned^’" 
but rather an agreement with 
another member of the family 
-rs „ represented her” (Sen. 
L > s Robert F. Kennedy), 
ke ,. When the manuscript was 
It finished, he wrote, it was sub- 
y mitted for approval to “a team 
er of men, each of whom had been 
h- close t0 President Kennedy” ' 
te ; and who had been selected to 
[y represent the family. '■ 
in . After four months of consulta- 
,, tion and editing, this “team . 

)r assured the family that the 
t manuscript was satisfactory. A 
member of the family then sent 
a special delivery letter to Mr. 
(Evan) Thomas (of Harper and 
Row) and a telegram to me 
stating that ‘members of the 
family will place no obstacle! 
in the way of publication’ of 
the work. ... 

‘UNJUST AND CRUEL 


i Under these circumstances! 
jit seems inaccurate, unjust and 
jcruel to accuse me of a brteach : 
-of faith ... In over 20 years! 
as a professional writer I have 1 
(never broken a confidence,! 
never published a statement! 
made off the record, never ex- 1 
ploited a source.” 

Mrs. Kennedy, meanwhile,) 
left for Antigua in the British! 
West Indies, with her children, 
Caroline, 8, and John, 5, and a 
friend of Caroline '"identified 
from the manifest only as C. 

I Nelson. 



